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June Meeting Minutes 

Officers in attendance:  Commandant Scott Matthews, Sr. VC Mike Clark, Judge Advocate Chris Jones, Jr  
VC Brian Sowers, Sgt-at-Arms Winston Shearin, Adjutant Tina Hayes, Paymaster George Orfanedes, Jr. Past Com-
mandant Robert Hare  

41 Members, 4 Guests = 45 in Attendance 

Welcome to all guests and perspective members. 

May Minutes were approved. 
Quorum present 
Sgt at Arms open for business: 

Paymaster report: Report was approved as given. 

Chaplain – Keep the following Marines and Associate in your prayers for a speedy recovery: Judy B., Mike S., 
Chuck S., Bill M., Eddie M., and Ken J.  

Jr., Vice – We are surveying the members of the Detachment via email and phone calls.  We are asking how we 
can improve and how can we get more members involved. 

Sgt-at-Arms – We added 2 new streamers to our Detachment Colors for 100% participation at the last Quarterly 
Meetings. 

Convention: The Convention was a tremendous success. 119 Registered and 16 Walk-ins. We raised $12,025 from 
the Silent Auction, Raffle Tickets, 50/50, and the Cookbook sales.  Our expenditures were $8995.12 leaving a 
gross profit of $3,039.88.  Congratulations to our new Department of North Carolina Commandant, Robert Hare 
and DoNC Associate of the Year, Judy Brenner. 

Certificates of Appreciation were given to all those assisting at the Convention: Jim H., Judy B., Barbara, Nancy, 
Chuck, Jenny, Mike, Dan, Keith, George, Sue, Joe, Tammy, Tina, and Sharon. 

Golf Tournament: We have 4 months to go and $80,000 committed. Our Title Sponsor is Green Ford at $20,000. 

Community Service: Rob O’Hanlon presented checks to Horse Power (Jan) - $10,000 Servant Center (Shannon) - 
$10,000, and Montford Point Marine Association - $2500.  Shannon also announced that the Servant Center has 
raised $4 Million towards purchasing an old nursing home.  The Detachment donated 3 large umbrellas to the Vet-
erans Home.  Upcoming grants – Marine JROTC $1400 and Reidsville JROTC $1500.  

New Business: Need a permanent Chaplain, Fundraiser Chair, modification of the Budget. 

Good of the League:  Flag raising at Friendly Center for 4th of July. Need to focus on Recruiting and Community 
Service.  Getting more presence out in the Community. 

Meeting was adjourned at 2010. 
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Marines, Corpsmen, Sailors, Associate Members and Friends of the Fighting 260, Happy Summer to all 
of you and Your Families. 
 
We had quite a successful NC Depot Convention.  Wow!!!   Thank you to Jim Hayes’ Leadership in pull-
ing our support of the convention together. I also want to thank Chuck Stotz in pulling the volunteer team 
together and scheduling.  Lastly, Barbara Hayes and Nancy Stotz put on  an outstanding Hospitality Suite.  
I want to thank all of the volunteers: 

Jim Hayes  Barbara Hayes  Chuck Stotz  Nancy Stotz 
Judy Brenner  Ginny Bull  XL Beard  Mike Clark 
Dan Cross  Tina Hays  Keith Ingold  Gayle Masarie            
Kathy Medder  Ron Medder  Steve Nash   George Orfanedes  
Sue Orfanedes  Denise Reddick Sharon Reddick Winston Shearin 
Adolfo Torres  Rebecca Tyree  Faye Vodenichar Joe Vodenichar  
   RV Wakefield  Tammy Williamson 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO!!!!!!!!!! 

Two significant things happened at the NC Dept Convention…. 
Our own Judy Brenner -- NC Dept Outstanding Associate Member of the Year  
Our own Robert Hare -- Elected as NC Dept Commandant 

 
As we move thru the summer we are planning programs and implementing projects for the future.  Re-
cently the National MCL contacted us and asked if we could accept a truckload of new toys for Toys 4 
Tots locally.  We contacted the local Marines I&I Center, and they made allocations to accept the truck-
load.  More info will be passed along about this endeavor at the next regular meeting. 
 
The next 3 paragraphs to include this one are a repeat from my last Commandant’s Message…………It is 
because of you, and you and you we can plan event(s), raise funds / sponsors for said event(s) and then 
execute the event(s).  The 260 is a Solid Team that is focused and always determined to be successful!!!  I 
know your newly elected Leadership Team will endeavor to continue this growing and successful move-
ment with your help. 
 
My goals for the 260 moving forward are: 

For every Member to have Fun, enjoy and respect each other’s camaraderie 
Maintain Financial Steadiness 
Develop and/or refine Fund Raising Programs 
Continued Support of  Community Outreach & Veteran Programs 
New Membership Recruitment 

 
Our future success in helping our Veteran Community depends on all of us.   If you have not been in-
volved in a program or an event ever, or if it has been a while since you did, my request of you is to pick 
one and participate/help in at least one event or program a year.  To those already involved, THANK 
YOU and Stay the Course!!!  There is no doubt what we do is helping our local Veterans and their Fam-
ilies. 
 
Semper Fidelis!! 
Scott 
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By Colonel Charles A. Jones USMCR (Retired) 

 In the way of life in the United States, far too many people forget or do not even know that 

what we know as the first 13 colonies of the United States were once colonies of the United Kingdom 

and thus were ruled by the King of the United Kingdom.  But do not bother taking your eyes off 

your iPhone for a moment to contemplate that fact of history; do not dare ask a young person to do 

so.     

 The Colonists in the Continental Congress ratified a Declaration of Independence on July 4, 

1776 declaring that the Colonies were free of the King’s rule and that they were free and independ-

ent states.  Those men behind the Declaration are often called the Founding Fathers.  But do not 

bother taking your eyes off your iPhone for a moment to contemplate these facts of history; do not 

dare ask a young person to do so.     

 Such a slap in the King’s face led to the Revolutionary War lasting from 1775 to 1783 with 

the Colonial forces, led brilliantly by George Washington, winning the war.  But do not bother tak-

ing your eyes off your iPhone for a moment to contemplate this fact of history; do not dare ask a 

young person to do so.     

 Washington and the other Founding Fathers were traitors to the Crown and would have 

been hanged had the Colonists lost the war.  But do not bother taking your eyes off your iPhone for 

a moment to contemplate this possibility of history; do not dare ask a young person to do so.     

 Near Greensboro the penultimate battle of the war was fought:  the Battle of Guilford 

Courthouse.  Lieutenant General Charles Cornwallis was the British Commander; Major General 

Nathaniel Greene was his opponent and the Colonial commander.  The British won the battle but 

with great cost in casualties.  A British politician said, "Another such victory would ruin the British 

Army!”  But do not bother taking your eyes off your iPhone for a moment to contemplate these 

facts of history; do not dare ask a young person to do so.     

 Cornwallis retreated to Yorktown, Virginia expecting relief from the British Fleet in the 

Chesapeake Bay.  Unfortunately for him, France had entered the war:  French infantry helped the 

Colonials on land while the French Fleet defeated the British Fleet at the Battle of Virginia Capes.  

Years ago when the Unites States had a disagreement with France, many boobs in our population 

condemned French fries as a protest not knowing how the French helped the Colonists win the war.  

Cornwallis was forced to surrender but failed to appear at the surrender ceremony to relinquish his 

sword as was the traditional gesture of surrender; he sent his second-in-command to deliver the 

Cornwallis sword to the Colonials.  The absence of Cornwallis was a grave breach of protocol, so 

Washington sent his second-in-command to receive the sword.  But do not bother taking your eyes 

off your iPhone for a moment to contemplate these facts of history; do not dare ask a young person 

to do so.     

 Now you may return to your iPhone.   

JULY FOURTH AND THE FORGOTTEN 
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Jan Clifford                   
Horsepower 

Tammy Williamson 

Montford Point Marines 

Shanna Reece   

Servant Center 

Greater Greensboro Marine Corps League Detachment-260 Donations FY 2017—FY 2024 

    

MCL-260 Donation Description (2017-2024) 
Cash 

Amount 

Goods 
Amount 

Veterans Network - Caring Services Inc $5,000 - 

Fisher House, Camp Lejeune $0 $3,700 

Hope for The Warriors $37,400 - 

Therapeutic Riding Programs for Vets $37,800 - 

Irreverent Warriors - Suicide Prevention $4,215 - 

Marines Helping Marines, Triad Area, NC $33,104 - 

Other Veterans Organizations (Gunny Claus, Vet Salute, etc.) $5,500 - 

Partners Ending Homelessness, Greensboro & High Point, NC $27,600 $199,225 

HS ROTC Units, Triad Area, NC $27,253 - 

Saving Grace K9s/Garret Tourney Foundation $12,000 - 

Scout Scholarships, Triad Area, NC $17,000 - 

Senior Resource Center $2,200 - 

Tunnels-2-Towers, National $1,000 - 

USMC Toys-For-Tots $5,038 - 

Triad Honor Flight, Greensboro, NC $5,800 - 

Tiny Homes - Greensboro & High Point, NC $10,000 - 

The Servant Center, Greensboro, NC $131,182 $214,377 

Wreaths Across America, Greensboro, NC $2,500 - 

Women Veterans $3,000 - 

Young Marines $4,000 - 

Arthur Cassell Transitional Veteran Housing B/R Renovations $7,864 $500 

Monford Point Marine Association   $3,500 - 

NC State Veterans Home   $1,036 - 

YMCA Camp Corral - Veterans Children $1,000 - 

TOTAL $384,991 $417,802 

GRAND TOTAL $802,793 
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FUN FACTS:    

More Pets run away on the 4th of 
July than on any other day of the 

Year. 

Americans consume around 155 mil-
lion hot dogs on July 4th. And 
spend $167.5 million on wa-

termelon. 

According to John Adams,  America’s libera-
tion should have been celebrated on July 2, 
when Congress voted to approve the Declara-
tion of Independence.  He even wrote to this 
wife about it; “The second Day of July 1776, 
will be the most memorable Epocha, in the 
History of America.  I am apt to believe that it 
will be celebrated, by succeeding Genera-
tions, as the Great Anniversary Festival.” 
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MCL260 was an amazing, successful host.  Thanks to Jim Hayes, Chair and his wonderful 
committee for putting it all together.   Other than Murphy’s Law, obstacles like gradua-
tions, last minute registrations, we all came together to make this a great success for the 
Department of NC as well as our own detachment.  LtGen Greg Newbold was a great speak-
er and a fine gentleman.   There were several detachment members from across the state 
that commented on the delicious food at the banquet and were very interested in replicat-
ing whatever we were doing to make this a success with fundraising and with the DoNC.   
That  was evident in profiting a little over $3000.00.   A huge Thank you to all  members 
that donated items for the auction, grub grab, those that volunteered their time, items, 
and their money to the cause.   
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TAPS 

       Eddie Moss        Don Rhoney      Percy “Suds” Sudsbury                                      
Mike and Ann Sankewitsch        Gerald Peek    Ken Johnson     Chuck Stotz 

 

The Original Gunny 
Claus  

Concerning the recent passing of long life time Marine Corps League-260 
member, Steve Winsett, It has been learned that there will be no funeral ser-
vice, as per his request. 
 
Steve was a plank owner of the Gunny Claus effort.  Since the first tour in 2008 
(Dec 15, 2008 - Wounded Warriors Battalion East), there have been annual ex-
cursions with thousands of children (over 4800 in 2022) benefitting from this 
growing effort by dedicated Marines.  More details are available at https://
www.gunnyclaus.org/ 
  
If you would like to make a personal donation to Gunny Claus in Steve’s honor, 
the address is: 
Gunny Claus 
c/o 1st Reindeer Division 
P.O. Box 4288 
Greensboro, NC 27404 
  
Please keep his family in your prayers. Died 6/14/2024 

 

Rob O’Hanlon will be forming a MCL 
260 Honor Guard. 

He is looking for 12 Marines who 
would be willing to serve and deliv-
er Honors at Marines  funeral for the 
21 gun solute ( it can also be ren-
dered by 3,5 and 7 shooters). 

Email : 

robertohanlon1@yahoo.com  

Phone:   804-615-1622. 

https://gunnyclaus.org/
https://gunnyclaus.org/
mailto:robertohanlon1@yahoo.com
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7/4  Flag Raising 0800 Friendly Center 

7/8  1730 Regular MCL260 Meeting Golden Corral, 4404 Landview Dr 

7/30  Marine Night Out 1730  Rody’s Tavern 5105 Michaux Rd. Greensboro (HorsePen Creek/
Battleground) 

 

 

 

 

 

Email jbre1049@aol.com with your birthday month and day please 

You should have received your annual renewal membership dues letter in the mail.   Dues have in-
creased by $3.00 this fiscal year.   I remind everyone that we have not raised dues in a very, very long 
time at MCL260.   Dues are now $35.00 for each regular and associate member to renew and/or join.   
New members must have an application completed and signed.  Please fill out the bottom of the letter 
and return with your payment to the paymaster in a timely manner.  Dues for the upcoming fiscal year 
are due in hand not later than August 15th to ensure the transmittals and checks are received by Au-
gust 30th at the DoNC Paymaster’s office.   This also may be a good time for you to think about becom-
ing a life member.  See the appropriate list on the letter for age and amounts. Thank you to all!    
Semper Fi  Be a member of this giving organization!! 

WESTIN RANCHO GOLF RESORT & SPA  RANCHO MIRAGE, CA              
8/12/2024—8/16/2024 

Read all about it below, just click on the link. 
 

2024 National Convention | MCL Dept of CA (mcldeptca.org)  

https://www.goldencorral.com/locations/location-detail/702/golden-corral-landview-drive/
https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=169&q=rody%27s+tavern&cvid=1f1aa922224b4a8fb7a0d3abd63b5938&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggBEAAYQDIGCAAQRRg5MgYIARAAGEAyBggCEAAYQDIGCAMQABhAMgYIBBAAGEAyBggFEAAYQDIGCAYQABhAMgYIBxAAGEAyBggIEAAYQDIHCAkQRRj8VdIBCDUwOTlqMGoxqAIAsAIA&FO
https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=169&q=rody%27s+tavern&cvid=1f1aa922224b4a8fb7a0d3abd63b5938&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggBEAAYQDIGCAAQRRg5MgYIARAAGEAyBggCEAAYQDIGCAMQABhAMgYIBBAAGEAyBggFEAAYQDIGCAYQABhAMgYIBxAAGEAyBggIEAAYQDIHCAkQRRj8VdIBCDUwOTlqMGoxqAIAsAIA&FO
mailto:jbre1049@aol.com
https://www.mcldeptca.org/mcl2024-convention
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A Publication of Marine Corps League Detachment 260, Greensboro, North Carolina 

 

7/3   Elliott Shaffer           7/4  Denise Reddick   
7/7  Kathy Medder        7/8  Wayne Saunders     

7/10  Steve Nash        7/24  Anthony Sharp    
7/25  Dan Clark       7/26  Tammy Williamson   

7/28  Clyde Dungee            7/28  Bill Moss      
7/29  Ray Riffe        7/31  Stalena Hayden    

 

  

U.S. government photo/released 

Officer Corps 2024-25 

Scott Matthews, Commandant,       
336-210-4090                               
commandantmcl260@gmail.com  

Mike Clark, Sr. Vice Commandant                    
336-259-5239                                                        
oldmarinemcl260@gmail.com 

Biran Sowers, Jr. Vice Commandant 
336-207-0601                                
golfman.sowers@gmail.com 

Charles Jones,  Judge Advocate     
336-617-6853                                  
cajonesdt@triad.rr.com                         

George Orfanedes, Paymaster         
603-305-0221    
gorfanedes@gmail.com                                        

Tina Hayes Adjutant                                      
704-301-1869                                          
deninla@gmail.com 

Winston Shearin,  Sgt-At-Arms       
336-266-4980         
wshearin@gmail.com     

Al Ruggiero,  Chaplain                      
336-202-3928           
al@simplyrents.com 

Robert Hare  Jr. Past Commandant        
678-656-2764                                
deputy6416@gmail.com  

Hank Park, Historian                      
336-254-1018  
hankp@localmanagement.us   

Mike Sankewitsch, Communications 
Specialist   / Supply Officer                                    
336-899-4267      
sgtsank61@gmail.com     

Chuck Stotz, Asst Communications  
336-202-7379         
cstotz@triad.rr.com                      

Steve Nash, Photographer                       
702-883-5461                                                       
greenseal@earthlink.net                
photofrog.smugmug.com 

www.mcl260.info 

 

4 July 1801 

President Thomas Jeffer-
son reviewed the Marines, 
led by the Commandant, 
LtCol William W Burrows 
and the Marine Band, on 
the White House grounds. 
The smartly uniformed 
Marines performed drills 
and fired various salutes 

in observance of the new nation’s 25th anniversary. 

 

 

28 July 1918 

Brigadier Gen John A. 
Lejeune assumed command 
of the 2d Division, US Army 
in France, and remained in 
that capacity until August 
1919 when the unit was de-
mobilized.  He was the 1st 
Marine officer to hold an 
Army divisional command, 
and following the Armi-
stice, he led his division in 
the march into Germany.  
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