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Officers in attendance: Commandant Robert Hare, Sr. VC Mike Clark, Judge Ad-
vocate Harvey McDonald, Jr. VC Sharon Riddick, Sgt-at Arms Dan Cross, Adjutant Judy Brenner, Paymas-
ter Tina Hayes, Jr. Past Commandant Jim Hayes

39 Members, 3 Guests = 42 in Attendance
Welcome to all guests and perspective members.

April Minutes were approved.
Quorum present
Sgt at Arms open for business:

Paymaster report: Report was approved as given.

Convention: Jim Hayes reported approximately 45 have already registered for the convention. Looking
for 100 attendees. Still looking for volunteers to assist. We need to have as many of members from the
Detachment to show up as.

Fundraisers: George Orfanedes reported 47 cookbooks have already been sold and there are approxi-
mately 100 left at his house.

Golf Tournament: Brian Sowers reported that $71,000 has been committed for the Golf tournament.
Our Title Sponsor is Green Ford. Green Ford has also given the Detachment $1000 raffle to spend as we
see fit.

Old Business: The Budget was approved. Still need Boot Camp pictures for center pieces.

New Business: Newly elected and appointed Officers were installed. Commandant Scott Matthews, Sr.
Vice Commandant Mike Clark, Jr. Vice Commandant Brian Sowers, Judge Advocate Charles Jones, Adju-
tant Tina Hayes, Paymaster George Orfanedes, and Sgt-at-Arms Winston Shearin.

Good of the League: Pistol raffle tickets are still available and will sales will end during the Conven-
tion. This marks the 10" Anniversary of the Carolina Field of Honor. Former Governor Par McCrory will
be the guest speaker.

Meeting was adjourned at 1950.

Adjutant; Tina Hayes




Commandant's Letter ,g f,..,..@‘é
Scott Matthews 9

Marines, Corpsmen, Sailors, Associate Members and Friends of the Fighting 260, on behalf of
éourdnew Leadership Team we thank you for your support as we have had a changing of the
uard.

The new Leadership Team would like to thank the past Leaders of the 260 and a special
thanks to our Past Commandant Robert Hare. We wish him well as he pursues the NC Dept
Commandant Leadership role.

Since | was last Commandant a few years ago the 260 has evolved in such a remarkable waK.
Our ability to raise funds to give back to our local Veteran Community from small checks
years ago to big checks today is extraordinary.

It is because of you, and you and you we can plan event(s), raise funds / sponsors for said
event(s) and then execute the event(s). The 260 is a Solid Team that is focused and always
determined to be successful!!! | know your newly elected Leadership Team will endeavor to
continue this growing and successful movement with your help.

My goals for the 260 moving forward are:
For every Member to have Fun, enjoy and respect each other’s camaraderie
Maintain Financial Steadiness
Develop and/or refine Fund Raising Programs
Continued Support of Community Outreach & Veteran Programs
New Membership Recruitment

As we move forward for the rest of 2024 and into 2025 we have a number of tasks ahead of
us, but none of them are too challenging that we will not be successful in achieving them.
Quite a number of you Participate in number of these endeavors and it makes all the differ-
ence to our successes as a Detachment.

For those of you that would like to get involved just ask any fellow member or one of us on
the Leadership Team what you can do to help. This is the part that becomes “the fun,”
even if you participate in just one thing for the entire year, which is a plus for all of us,
please do so. Do not miss out. Join in and have fun!!

Finally -- Marines, Corpsmen, Sailors, Associate Members and Friends - our future success in
helping our Veteran Community depends on all of us. If you have not been involved in a pro-
gram or an event ever, or if it has been a while since you did, my request of you is to pick
one and participate/help in_at least one event or program a year. To those already in-
volved, THANK YOU and Stay the Course!ll There is no doubt what we do is helping our lo-
cal Veterans and their Families.

Semper Fidelis!!
Scott




Installation of New Officers
for 2024-2025

Swearing in of new officers and Commandant Sr Vice Commandant
appointments for MCL260 2024- Scott Matthews Mike Clark
2025 fiscal year
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Jr Vice Commandant Judge Advocate Sgt At Ar:ms .
Brian Sowers Charles Jones Winston Shearin
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Adjutant Jr Past Commandant
Tina Hayes Robert Hare

Paymaster
George Orfanedes




The man who made Belleau Wood — and
the Marine Corps — immortal

Marine Times by Claire Barrett Tue, April 23, 2024

‘I am up at the front and entering Belleau Wood with the U.S. Marines.”

And with that final dispatch, war correspondent Floyd Gibbons — armed with nothing
but his pen and paper — strolled into a melee of artillery and machine gun fire.

This dispatch would later help to shape the ethos of the United States Marine Corps
and more than a century on, define the public’s view of the “Devil Dogs.”

A seasoned reporter for the Chicago Tribune, the charismatic Gibbons had reported
on the Pancho Villa expedition in 1916 and the sinking of the RMS Laconia in 1917
before accepting his latest assignment as one of only 36 American reporters officially
accredited in World War |.

As a noncombatant, Gibbons ignored the request that he stay back and joined a Ma-
rine attack on June 6, 1918, through the waist-high wheat toward the woods some
several hundred yards away.

By early June “more than 2,000 German soldiers with at least 30 machine guns had
ensconced themselves in Belleau Wood, and another 100 Germans with at least six
machine guns held Bouresches,” recalled historian David John Ulbrich. All awaited
the Marines.

As the Marines advanced, the enemy fire “was more than flesh and blood could
stand,” Col. Albertus W. Catlin wrote in his memoir “With the Help of God and a Few
Marines.” Catlin was awarded the Medal of Honor in 1914 for action in Vera Cruz
and led the Sixth Regiment at Belleau Wood.

With no defense Gibbons was eventually cut down — bullets striking his left arm, left
shoulder blade and left eye.

Made to lie in the field for three hours until the safety of darkness, Gibbons won-
dered if he was dead. With his left hand and arm numb and his left eyeball split in
half and lying on his cheek, Gibbons used his right hand to pinch himself for reassur-
ance. He was indeed still alive.

The news censor, however, incorrectly believing Gibbons to be dead, “concluded
that it would be a crime to cut the last dispatch of Gibbons’s life, so he decided to let
it go through as written,” according to an account in the Washington Post.

When he sent his final dispatch, Gibbons had expected the word “Marines” to be
omitted. Up until that point no correspondent was permitted to name which troops
were on which fronts due to wartime censorship.



https://search.yahoo.com/search?p=Floyd%20Gibbons
https://warontherocks.com/2018/06/the-importance-of-the-battle-of-belleau-wood/
https://www.history.navy.mil/our-collections/photography/us-people/c/catlin-albertus-w.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/gory-glorious-details-on-the-life-of-the-ultimate-war-correspondent/2017/03/17/3760386a-08de-11e7-bd19-fd3afa0f7e2a_story.html

“Because the censor let Gibbons’s dispatch go through, all correspondents were
given the same privilege,” the Post continued.

For three days, reports of Marines in action at Belleau Wood went uncensored, and
the American public, hungry for news of the war, were regaled with stories of the
Devil Dogs as they fought in close-quarters combat with fixed bayonets, and,
“‘worst of all,” historian George
B. Clark noted, “machine guns |
at point-blank range.”

“For all intents and purposes,
the old warriors of the U.S.
Marine Corps were virtually
wiped out,” Clark wrote. The
Marines suffered 4,000 casu-
alties and 1,000 killed — a 55
percent attrition rate — losing |
more men in this single cam- |8
paign than in all its previous E"
existence.

The dispatch from Gibbons, who would live another 21 years after the engage-
ment, gave full credit to the 9,500-strong 4th Marine Brigade, altogether ignoring
the U.S. Army’s 2nd Division of the American Expeditionary Forces who fought
alongside the Marines. Even before the conclusion of the battle on June 26th,
thanks to Gibbons getting past the censor, the legend of the Marines at Belleau
Wood emerged.

Remembered for their gritty, victorious stand some 105 years ago, Belleau Wood
stands immortal in Marine Corps lore.

“The Germans were good,” Clark wrote. “The Marines were better.”



https://books.google.com/books?id=BYI4AAAAQBAJ&pg=PT83&lpg=PT83&dq=for+all+intents+and+purposes,+the+old+warriors+of+the+U.S.+Marine+Corps+were+virtually+wiped+out&source=bl&ots=v-dTSfeQvG&sig=ACfU3U2KqXWrID3Tv2zcAJD9UHKvRdhbiw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjXvdvH1tr
https://books.google.com/books?id=BYI4AAAAQBAJ&pg=PT83&lpg=PT83&dq=for+all+intents+and+purposes,+the+old+warriors+of+the+U.S.+Marine+Corps+were+virtually+wiped+out&source=bl&ots=v-dTSfeQvG&sig=ACfU3U2KqXWrID3Tv2zcAJD9UHKvRdhbiw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjXvdvH1tr

Memorial Day S5-27-24
Friendly Center Flag Raising

Flag Raising at Friendly Center was well attended by many patriotic citizens and well represented by our
MCL260. The rain stayed away and it was a cool morning for all. Our own, Sue Oliver gave a fantastic talk
about what Memorial Day means to her. It was so inspiring. AND YES, the Colonel was there as well as Gold
Star Families.

Carolimna Fireld of Homor
1T10O0th Anniversary

What a wonderful celebration at The Carolina Field of Honor this Memorial Day. Former Governor a Pat
McCrory, Navy Band, Special Guests, and all who attended will never forget this one.

More at

photo-
frog.smugmug.

Eddie Moss Don Rhoney  Percy “Suds” Sudsbury
Mike and Ann Sankewitsch Gerald Peek

C tapd
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\ MCL-260 DELIVERS THREE LARGE UMBRELLAS TO
KERNERSVILLE VETERANS’ HOME.

On Friday, May 31, MCL-260’s Community Services Squad
delivered three very large umbrellas that were requested
to provide shade to the Veterans living at the NC State
Veterans Home in Kernersville, NC.

8 These items were requested by Phil Williams, the Direc-
’ tor of this facility, who had contacted Commandant Scott
wid | Mathews. Scott notified Rob O’Hanlon, Chairman of the
\),-..: Community Service Squad of this need. At the CSS Meet-
ing on May 23rd, the members reviewed the request, and
voted to purchase the umbrellas. Rich Carrera purchased

the three umbrellas at a cost of $1,067 from Home Depot
- Battleground. The price included Rich’s military discount.

As per the above picture, MCL members present included Rob O’Hanlon (CSS
Chairman), Commandant Mathews, K-Ben Nash, Rich Carrera, former Com-
mandant Robert Hare (whose truck was used to transport the umbrellas),
George Orfanedes, Steve Nash, and Bob Cavanaugh. The tall person behind
Steve is Sean Fantana, the Veteran Service Officer for the VA. He is also a
Marine.

Also in the picture sitting in the wheel chair, is MCL-260 Member Jack Con-
nors, who is now a resident at the Veterans Home. He was VERY HAPPY to
see us, and invited all MCL-260 members to come visit him.

There was a concern voiced by those MCL-260 members who had also toured this facility three
(3) years ago: WHY ARE THERE ONLY 12 RESIDENTS LIVING IN A FACILITY DESIGNED FOR 120
VETERANS? Director Williams stated that they were still waiting for “several additional inspec-
tions from the VA, Medicare, etc.” This was the exact same excuse we received during our
original tour. Although NC Governor Roy Copper celebrated the official opening of this facility
10/31/2023 (https://governor.nc.gov/news/press-releases/2023/10/31/governoracooper-
celebrates-opening-state-veterans-home-forsyth-county), “HURRY UP & WAIT” is still alive
and well in 2024!



What’s Rappening for MCLZ2GO®
and Events Coming UWpl

CALENDAR

6/7-9 DoNC Convention Wyndham Garden 415 S Swing Rd 6-8 is Main meeting day.
6/10 1730 Regular MCL260 Meeting Golden Corral, 4404 Landview Dr

6/12 0900 hrs. Women Veterans Day RCR Need to register here.

6/16 Happy Father’s Day

6/25 Marine Night Out 1730 Rody’s Tavern 5105 Michaux Rd. Greensboro (HorsePen
Creek/Battleground)

Email jbre1049@aol.com with your birthday month and
day please

Membership Dues

You should be receiving your annual renewal membership dues letter in the mail. Dues have increased
by $3.00 this fiscal year. | remind everyone that we have not raised dues in a very, very long time at
MCL260. Dues are now $35.00 for each regular and associate member to renew and/or join. New
members must have an application completed and signed. Please fill out the bottom of the letter and
return with your payment to the paymaster in a timely manner. Dues for the upcoming fiscal year are
due in hand not later than August 15th to ensure the transmittals and checks are received by August
30th at the DoNC Paymaster’s office. This also may be a good time for you to think about becoming a
life member. See the appropriate list on the letter for age and amounts. Thank you to all! Semper Fi

LIFE AND LIFEASSOC 66
REG, DUAL, ASSOC PAID 61
Our Membership as of June 23-24: HONORARY ACTIVE DUTY 27
TOTAL PAID MEMBERSHIP 154
NOT Paid 8
TOTAL MCL260 162
% NOT IN GOOD STANDING 5.19%

fCL260 GOLE TOURNARMENT COMING N 0CTOBER
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mailto:jbre1049@aol.com

2 June 1918

The German 28th Division attacked
American troops on the Paris-Metz
Road, hitting the American 2nd Di-
vision, including the 4th Marine Bri-
gade. The Marines opened fire with
deadly accuracy, helping hand Ger-
man troops a setback that set the
stage for Marine victory at Belleau
Wood which would soon follow. On
June 26, 1918 the battle of Belleau
Wood comes to an end.

26 June 1898

Lewis “Chesty” Puller, the
most decorated Marine in
history was born in West
Point, Virginia. He would
enlist in the Marine Corps
in 1918 during WWI and in
37 years of service, he
served in numerous con-
flicts during the “Banana
Wars”, including the Oc-
cupation of Haiti and Oc-
cupation of Nicaragua,

WWII, and the Korean War, including the Battle of
the Chosin Reservaoir.

He retired in 1955

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

;
6/7 Robert Hare 6/8 Keith Ingold
6/11 Bob Kroupa 6/17 Don Rhoney

6/27 RV Wakefield Il

6/29 George Graves Jr.
6/30 Joe Vodenichar

Semper Fidelis!

Officer Corps 2024-25

Scott Matthews, Commandant,
336-210-4090
commandantmcl260@gmail.com

Mike Clark, Sr. Vice Commandant
336-259-5239
oldmarinemcl260@gmail.com

Biran Sowers, Jr. Vice Commandant
336-207-0601
golfman.sowers@gmail.com

Charles Jones, Judge Advocate
336-617-6853
cajonesdt@triad.rr.com

George Orfanedes, Paymaster
603-305-0221
gorfanedes@gmail.com

Tina Hayes Adjutant
704-301-1869
deninla@gmail.com

Winston Shearin, Sgt-At-Arms
336-266-4980
wshearin@gmail.com

Open Chaplain

Robert Hare Jr. Past Commandant
678-656-2764
deputy6416@gmail.com

Hank Park, Historian
336-254-1018
hankp@localmanagement.us

Mike Sankewitsch, Communications
Specialist / Supply Officer
336-899-4267

sgtsank61@gmail.com

Chuck Stotz, Asst Communications
336-202-7379
cstotz@triad.rr.com

Steve Nash, Photographer
702-883-5461
greenseal@earthlink.net
photofrog.smugmug.com

www.mcl260.info

A Publication of Marine Corps League Detachment 260, Greensboro, North Carolina
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