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January Meeting Minutes

Officers Attending: Commandant Robert Hare, Sr. VC Mike Clark, Sgt at Arms Dan Cross,
Adjutant Judy Brenner, Paymaster Tina Hayes, Jr Past Commandant Jim Hayes

44 Members, 15 Guests, = 49 Attendance

Guest: Brandon Salas, Raleigh Marine Recruiting Center, Keith & Sandra Patton, SE
NROTC; Gene Brown, Director Community Housing Solutions; Barbara Keeler; Bernard
Reimondo; Alison Huber, Director of Triad Honor Flight; Tammy Peterson; Ryan Hare; Kyle
Hare; & Sr Vice Commandant for DoNC, David Anderson.

Minutes of November meeting approved.
Welcome to all guests, wives, and perspective members.

Thank you letters were read from Garry Ward Family, Triad Honor Flight, and JROTC at
Page High School.

Sgt at Arms open for business:

Paymaster Report: Report was approved as given.
Judge Advocate Harvey McDonald advised the slate of nominations for 24-25 year from
the committee will be presented at February meeting.
SupplY Officer Clark advised there are still shirts available for $32 and $35. Also have
Ela liaps on hand for $15. If you have not received a 100th anniversary ribbon, see Mike
ark.
CSS Squad Leader Rob O’Hanlon reported on the Secret Santa mission with 2 families and
5 children was delivered. The fisher House Food Drive was a success and just in time,
cause their pantry was depleted. We will maybe think about doing Fisher House quar-
terly. Toys 4 Tots was big success with great donations and help of I1&l. There was an-
other $7000. in 3 days to our account for Toys4Tots.
Department Convention Chair Jim Hayes reported the contracts for the Wyndham Garden
have been signed and the Convention will be hosted by our detachment on June 7, 8, &
9. Additional funds are needed for expenses and volunteers for hospitality room and
registration. We have secured Rooms A-D for banquet and meetings and the patio area.
Need donations for raffle items.
Old Business: Harold Turner received the Bronze Distinguished Service Award.
Spring Membership meeting in Burlington in March.
New Business: Much discussion on budget for FY25. Bill McCarver will be chair of the
committee.
Good of the League:
grf\fquesCJones: Suggested to give $1000. to Sgt. Dale Nix family. It will be presented to the
icer Corp.
Steve Nash advised that he has reducted pictures on site to about 3800.
Geor}e Orfanedes reported that the budge is becoming a shortfall and golf money is having to
be “dipped” into. There was much discussion and George will look into this further, mean-
while we will not ex(;aend any monies until we figure it out.
Commandant reminded us that the rewards for the detachment with picnics, Christmas Party,
etc is important for the camaraderie of the members.

The meeting was adjourned was 2016 hours. C ) g
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If you strike me down, | will become more powerful than you can possibly imagine.
-Obi-Wan Kenobi

Just a note: lronically, Sgt Dale Nix used to dress up as Obi-Wan on Halloween, he loved be-
ing with the kids at the Family Justice Center.
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Can you believe that the first month of 2024 is already behind us? Now, the big question is,
what kind of year are we going to have? There are 2 goals that | would like to see accom-
plished: 1) 200-member roster, and 2) $150,000 in fundraising. Both are achievable if we all

work together as a team. And how do we do that, you ask?

FUNDRAISE, FUNDRAISE, FUNDRAISE! One of our new members emailed me with a great idea
that will be shared at our February meeting. It’s ideas like this is how we are going to accom-
plish our mission as a Detachment. We also have our Department Convention coming up in
June. There has been some considerable controversy over this, and | have to say this - If we
fail to make money, it will be because of our own negative outlook. The “Power of Positivity”
is amazing if we all stay in the right frame of mind. We must remember the mission of our De-

tachment. Next is......

RECRUIT, RECRUIT, RECRUIT! One great way to recruit new members is exposure. I’m sure you
can agree that it is frustrating when you meet a fellow Marine, and he/she has no idea who we
are. We need to get out and tell people who we are and what we do for the community. The
greatest thing we can do is combine our efforts with both fundraising and recruitment events.
Finally, when we swear in a new member, we must get them involved immediately. An active
new member is a lasting member. The best way to do that is to assign them to a committee.
Once they see the awesomeness of this Detachment, in time, they will want to do more, like

hold an appointed/elected office.
Let’s come together as one and make a great 2024.

Semper Fi,




LIFE AND LIFEASSOC 66
REG, DUAL, ASSOC PAID 61
HONORARY—ACTIVE DUTY 27
TOTAL PAID MEMBERSHIP 154
NOT Paid 7
TOTAL MCL260 161
% NOT IN GOOD STANDING 4.55%
New Members in FY23 6 TAPSFY 23 4
New members in FY24.. 10 TAPSFY 24 4
Average Age is 72 Average Attendance at regular meeting of Life and Regular

Membership is 49 or 39%




Membership Renewal letters will be going out earlier this year for fiscal year 24-25 dues.
Please look for the letter and pay your dues as early as possible. Dues must be paid no later
than August 15th in order to get the transmittal to State and National on time by August 31st.
After that date, you shall be considered a member NOT in good standing. If you happen to be
asked to sign another application with our detachment, please do so. This is because of no
fault of yours, however, to get you on the national roster, this may be something you need to
do. | ask that you remember the adjutant position has always been an appointed volunteer
position. Over the years with lots of changes at local, state, and national levels, many people
have held this position and many, many pieces of paperwork has passed through many, many
hands. The most important part of this is to get you set on the rosters correctly!!! | ap-
preciate each of you and ask that you help us to get the monies back that we deserve.

Thank you for your cooperation and your unyielding help to me in this position as | regretfully
and with heavy heart leave as your adjutant.

God Bless you ALL!! Judy Brenner
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PRE-DEATH AND DEATH PLANNING:
THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE UGLY

By Colonel Charles A. Jones USMCR (Retired)

The Detachment has had to face members with disabilities as well as members who have died. A lack of
preparation was apparent in one case, so [ hope this article gives readers information that will be helpful in
planning for aging, disability, and death.

The universe we are working in is important, so the operative question is not “IF I die” but “WHEN I die.”
Death is inevitable.

I. REALITY WHILE ALIVE AND WELL OR DISABLED.

A. The most important document is the power of attorney (POA). The power of attorney permits one
person (the agent) to act for another (the principal). A power of attorney can be general, giving the agent
broad powers, or specific giving the agent authority to accomplish limited tasks.

B. A POA ceases to be effective upon the following—

1. The death of the principal or the death of the agent.

2. The principal becomes mentally or physically incompetent UNLESS the principal makes
the POA “durable,” which simply means it continues in effect despite mental or physical incompetence of
the principal.

C. A POA is of two types:

1. It is effective when the principal signs it; no additional action needed.
2. The POA is “springing”: it becomes effective (“springs” into effect) ONLY if medical per-
sonnel find that the principal is mentally or physically incapacitated.

D. Lesson: give a POA only to a person you trust.

II. REALITY UPON DEATH.

A. A person can die in one of two statuses:

1. Testate: this term means the person has a will.
2. Intestate: this means a person does not have a will.

B. How does property pass:

1. Testate: by the terms of the will.
2. Intestate: as the N.C. General Assembly has mandated by statute.

C. Two classes of assets:

1. Those passing via the will or as the Legislature mandates.

2. Those passing outside the will or the Legislature’s scheme. These are assets payable
directly to a person such as beneficiaries named on insurance policies; payable on death accounts;
and joint accounts with the right of survivorship. For example, insurance is payable to the benefi-
ciary named on the policy unless the insured makes the policy payable to his or to her estate
(generally a bad idea). So ensure your list of beneficiaries is current.

CONTINUED..




«+CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

II1. SPECIAL CASES
a. Plan for access to your DIGITAL ASSETS such as email; phones; and computers.

b. If you have substantial assets or a business, you should consult an attorney who specializes in
“estate planning” (for example, if you won a million dollar lottery).

c. Leave a letter of instruction: it is not a binding document and cannot pass property, but it can tell
the survivors practical information such as where the car and house keys are; where bank accounts are; the
locations of wills and insurance policies; and any property that requires special handling (such as firearms).

d. You can have a safe deposit box if you want, but I strongly suggest that you do NOT have
one. Keep important documents in another safe place, not a safe deposit box.

SUMMARY: JUST AS THE POA SPOKE FOR YOU WHEN YOU WERE OLD AND DISABLED,
THE WILL SPEAKS FOR YOU WHEN YOU ARE DEAD.

Teaclhalble Mememt

You know | can’t avoid sports, maybe coming up on what would have been the 50th wedding anniversary to a
sports announcer, Rich. | also remember the days when my parents would discipline me, and say “You’ll thank
me for this later”. During a basketball game on February 2nd between New Mexico State and Liberty University,
( I admit, I’'m a Liberty fan, having ties to Lynchburg, VA), New Mexico State’s Robert Carpenter fist PUNCHED
Liberty’s Shiloh Robinson. The two players were jostling for position in the paint when Carpenter threw his right
hook at Robinson’s face. Carpenter was ejected from the game.

They are debating to suspend him from more games than just one. Really? He’s a junior, and averages 9.7 pts
and 3.9 rebounds a game. Surely you can do without him to discipline him. Which brings me to a profound state-
ment that | saw on a post from Randy Dunton, friend of a friend.

“When the sponge is squeezed, what is in it comes out. Competition will reveal our character and maturity.
Tremendous teachable moment, that could change a life.

Discipline is not something | do TO you, rather something | do FOR you. “
WATCH HERE .
PUNCH IS SLOW MO ABOUT 0:51

Judy Brenner



https://youtu.be/bIDKrUJzmiU

REPORT OF SLATE OF NOMINATION COMMITTEE

At the monthly general membership meeting on February 12, 2024, the slate of nominated of-
ficers of MCL 260 for the years 2024-2025 will be presented by the Nomination Committee con-
sisting of Judge Advocate Harvey McDonald, Rob O’Hanlon, Scott Matthews, and Alan Atwell, all
members in good standing in the Marine Corps League. Judge Advocate Harvey McDonald, as
Chairperson of the Nomination Committee, will present the slate as follows:

Commandant: Mike Clark, Robert Hare
Senior Vice Commandant: Mike Clark
Junior Vice Commandant: Sharon Reddick
Judge Advocate: Charles Jones

Nominations for the above elective positions will be opened by Nomination Committee Chair-
person Harvey McDonald, subject to being seconded. The floor will then be opened for further
nominations to those four elective positions. Each nominee, subject to being seconded, shall be
a regular member of the Marine Corps League in good standing at the time of the nomination.
Each nominee, when called upon, shall rise, if not restricted by a physical impairment, and
shall state to the Chairperson that if elected he/she will accept the office and will serve loyal-
ly, faithfully, and to the best of his/her ability during the term to which elected. Absent nomi-
nees will be allowed provided a letter of acceptance has been received by the Detachment
Commandant prior to the start of the meeting. At the April 2024 monthly membership meeting
the floor will again be opened for nominations for the above four elective positions, subject to
being seconded, followed by the elections and installation of the newly elected officers for the
years 2024-2025.

Please plan to attend these monthly membership meetings commencing at 7:00 pm and partici-
pate in these important events.

Harvey McDonald
Judge Advocate MCL 260 and Nomination Committee Chairperson

Mike Clark Robert Hare Sharon Reddick Charles Jones
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What's Happening

Spring Membership Meeting
March 15-16, 2024
Location: Best Western Plus, 770 Huffman Mill Rd, Burlington, NC
Hosted by LCpl Alan D Lam Detachment 1209
Registration Fee $10.00 Lunch $31.62 More Info and Registration Form
Here

Deadline is by March 6 for Registrations.

It’s only 30 miles from Greensboro Marines!

DoNC Recruitment Drive from Jan 1, 2024 through May 1, 2024 is now live.

Once a new member is sworn in and the letter of transmittal is sent in to be verified. 1st
place: Dept Unit Commendation, 2nd place: Certificate of Appreciation, and possible Re-

cruiter Award for the Department Recruiter. -Jr Vice Commandant, AJ Pitts
s s s s s s s s
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DoNC fundraiser is underway. Trip to 2024 Nat’l Convention in Palm Springs, CA Aug
11—Aug 19. 7 day/6 night at the Westin Rancho Mirage Resort & Spa. Transportation is
not included so $500 spending money has been included in package. Here’s the link.
Drawing will be held at the Department Convention banquet on June 8th in Greensboro,

NC.

Please cet me your Pictures. | want to show off our detachment to the rest
of NC cause you’re special to me! Associate members, please send me a
picture equivalent to age of what would have been your boot camp or active

duty age.

DoNC 2024 Convention!!! Wyndham Garden, Swing Rd, Greensboro. Yep, in our back-
door! MCL260 is hosting so, give me a reason for you not coming.

After a morning meeting, there will be election of new leadership. And with that there will
be three appointed positions that need to be filled. They are: Department Adjutant,
Southcentral District Vice-Commandant, and Assistant Paymaster. Member or associate
member in good standing with your detachment. Interested, email Commandant Robert

Hare asap.

Y/ 2B


https://www.google.com/maps/place/770+Huffman+Mill+Rd,+Burlington,+NC+27215/@36.0697739,-79.4960723,18z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x88532937e2803af3:0x68055c58f885f74b!8m2!3d36.070743!4d-79.493146!16s%2Fg%2F11c1_8r8x5?entry=ttu
http://www.ncmcl.org/forms/Membership%20Meetings/2024/Spring/2024%20Spring%20Membership%20Meeting%20Registration%20011424.pdf
https://rafflecreator.com/pages/73086/2024-mcl-national-convention---palm-springs-ca

1 February 1967

began Operation Prairie Il in Quang
Tri province, South Vietnam. The
46-day search-and-destroy opera-
tion, which concluded on March 18,
93 Marines and 693 enemy troops
were killed.

Photo by Russell Jewett/released

15 February 1898

28 Marines and 232 sailors were killed
when the US battleship Maine exploded
under suspicious circumstances in the
harbor of Havana, Cuba. Despite the fact
that no definitive evidence of the Spanish
being involved in the explosion,
“Remember the Maine” became a rallying
cry and less than 3 months later, the US
and Sapin were at war.

Image released

28 February 1991

Operation Desert Storm came to an end when a cease-fire de-
clared by George W. Bush went into effect. Over the course of
the war, the First Marine Expeditionary Force had a strength of
more than 92,000 Marines, making Operation Desert Storm the
largest Marine Corps operation ever. In total, 24 Marines were
killed during Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm.

CALENDAR

2/12 1730 Regular MCL260 Meeting Golden Corral,
4404 Landview Dr

2/14 Happy Valentines Day €3

2/23-24 National Midwinter Conference Arlington
VA

2/27 Maine Night Out Kickback Jack’s
HAPPY BIRTHDAY

o = 2/1Bernie Reimondo
@ L J

2/4 Ken Vanhoy
= 4

v %/4 Henry Newsome

Email jbre1049@aol.com with your birthday month and
day please.

Semper Fidelis!

Officer Corps 2023-24

Robert Hare, Commandant,
678-656-2764
commandantmcl260@gmail.com

Mike Clark, Sr. Vice Commandant
336-259-5239
oldmarinemcl260@gmail.com

Derrick Lake, Jr. Vice Commandant
336—268-7631
dlakemcl260@gmail.com

Harvey McDonald, Judge Advocate
317-710-8979
Harvey@hmcdonaldlaw.com

Tina Hayes, Paymaster
704-301-1869
deninla@gmail.com

Judy Brenner, Adjutant
336-402-2909
adjutantmcl260@gmail.com

Dan Cross, Sgt-At-Arms
336-979-2830
dcross1i®@ec.rr.com

Stalena Hayden, Chaplain
336-455-2706
stalena.britt@gmail.com

Jim Hayes, Jr. Past Commandant
202-285-4141
bagsetc@aol.com

Hank Park, Historian
336-254-1018
hankp@localmanagement.us

Mike Sankewitsch, Communications
Specialist

336-899-4267
msankewitsch@gmail.com

Chuck Stotz, Asst Communications
336-202-7379
cstotz@triad.rr.com

Steve Nash, Photographer
702-883-5461
greenseal@earthlink.net
photofrog.smugmug.com

www.mcl260.info

A Publication of Marine Corps League Detachment 260, Greensboro, North Carolina
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