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It goes without question that we are a real group of 

hustlers when it comes to making money for the De-

tachment’s Outreach Programs.   

In February, the first Bingo Night went off without a 

hitch and made over $800.   

Sell Reverse Raffle Tickets 

The Reverse Raffle will be held on April 17, at the 

Elk’s Club on Cornwallis Drive beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

Dinner will be served before the Reverse Raffle.  The 

cost is $60 per person.  This is an event you will not 

want to miss.  The GRAND PRIZE is $3000.  Only 

200 tickets will be sold, The chances of winning are 

better than any lottery ticket you could buy.  In addi-

tion to the raffle there will  be Themed Gift Baskets 

available on a Silent Auction basis.   

This can be a great money maker if you sell the tick-

ets.  They are easy to sell, because the grand take 

home is $3000. The odds are much better than the Ed-

ucation Lottery.   

With the raffle being over a month away, we all have 

plenty of time to ask our friends to join us for a very 

memorable evening.   

Bingo Nights & Reverse Raffle Night 
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Greetings to Marines, Associates, and Friends of the Fighting 260, 

 

 

I hope this finds all doing well and in good health.  Please be aware whether you have medical needs 

or other, you can ask us to assist.  We may not be related but we are family.  However, you need to 

let us know if you need assistance.  Having done so myself for this past month’s meeting it was a 

judgement call that I could not do it without help.  Thankfully, everyone that stepped in to help al-

lowed things to progress without me being present.  My thanks to all for their support. 

 

We now have a couple of Bingo Nights completed.  Al Ruggiero brought this project to us.  He and 

Rob O’Hanlon completed the paperwork for permits and got it up and going.  Robert and Tina Hare 

came onboard to help with the accounting and needed reports.  The first night in January was not a 

good estimate of how good it can be.  However, this latest Bingo Night was nearly double the number 

of players and income and probably a more decent representation of what we can expect.  As I was 

helping set up the front with our Detachment logo, George and Sue Orfanedes came in, set up and 

ran the payments for the night.  Many Detachments members and spouses returned to play. 

 

We have some potential events in March for Detachment participation.  We may have access to a 

few gun shows nearby and events in Guilford County.  As of the date of this being sent, nothing is 

confirmed.  I will have more details at our meeting on March 9th. 

 

Semper Fidelis, 

 

Mike 

 

 

Commandant’s Letter 

Mike Clark 
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Chaplain’s Corner 

Al Ruggiero 

 Fellow Marines, 

It is with great joy that we can finally move on from some of the coldest weather we have 

seen in quite some time. We are now looking forward to a more productive season and are 

eager to get busy with community projects and fundraising. This is when we are at our best: 

helping our neighbors and caring for Veterans by supporting the Servant Center and other 

programs that promote the welfare of our Brothers and Sisters—some of whom may be in 

need of special care. 

For as long as I have been a member of the Fighting 260, the Servant Center has been one 

of the most important programs we support. It has been a great pleasure to witness this 

program evolve, and within the next few weeks it will move into its new facility: a newly 

renovated, large, three-story building that will serve our Brothers and Sisters and our com-

munity. This beautiful new facility will be fully staffed and equipped to provide senior care 

and medical services.  

This project has been in the works for almost two years, thanks to some of the most amaz-

ing people I have ever worked with. To name a few, three Servant Center Board members 

are also an integral part of the 260: Brian Sowers, Jim Burgio, and Rich Carrera. Our Commu-

nity Services Committee continues to provide Welcome Home Baskets to newly housed Vet-

erans. These baskets are assembled with care and love by our volunteers, including Sue 

Orfanedes and Nancy Stotz. 

May the Lord bless the Servant Center in its new home, and each and every one who has 

helped support it.  Many lives will be saved, and quality of life will be improved.  

Also I would like to recognize Kris Lowe and all of his team at the Home Depot on Brassfield. 

This is an amazing group of proud Americans who love supporting Veterans. Not only are 

they very generous with  products and materials from their Home Depot store, Kris and his 

guys are willing to lend a hand and get dirty. Whenever there is a need, or a call goes out for 

serious volunteers, they boot up and show up.  

             Continued on page 6 
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BINGO #3 SATURDAY - MARCH 7th 
TO ALL MCL-260 MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES: 
PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND OUR NEXT BINGO! 
DATE: MARCH 7, 2026 
PLACE: PINETOP NEIGHBORHOOD RESORT 
LOCATED AT 3723 PINETOP ROAD, GREENSBORO 
BINGO BOOKS ($20 FOR 10 GAMES) GO ON SALE AT 6 PM  

Events Calendar 

March 9th. Regular Dinner Meeting at Golden Corral beginning at 5:30.   

March 31, Tuesday is Marine Night Out at Rody’s Tavern.  Lots of fun and great food.  Come on out and bring a 

guest.   

April 19th,  Reverse Raffle beginning with dinner at 6:30.  Doors open at 5:00. It will be at the Greensboro Elk’s 

Club on Cornwallis Drive near the intersection with Battleground Avenue.   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7  X 

8 9   X 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31   X     

March 2026 
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GREATER GREENSBORO DETACHMENT 260 

FEBRUARY 2026 MEETING 

 

 

Meeting started at 1845 

28 Members and guests in attendance. 

Glenda & Julie from the Daughters of the American Revolution presented a Quilt of Valor to Rich Carerra. 

They even had a funny quote – “Rich is a very shy person”.  

The meeting is officially open. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, as printed in the Grinder were approved as written. 

The financial report presented by Paymaster George Orfanedes was approved as presented. 

Jr. Vice Commandant Brian Sowers spoke about the Golf Tournament. The tournament begins at 10:00 am 

on Thursday, October 1, 2026, at Bryant Park. The Servant Center will have a grand opening for all of the top 

donors on St. Patrick’s Day from 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm. 

Judge Advocate Charles Jones report consisted of a lawyer joke. 

Chaplain Al Ruggerio spoke about Jim Hayes in the loss of his beloved wife, Barbara Hayes. He also went 

over everyone on the prayer list throughout the detachment. 

New business: George Orfanedes spoke about the 2026 Community Services funding distribution. Motion 

was made to approve said distribution, voted and approved. 

Susan Carerra spoke about the 2026 Reverse Raffle with a maximum of 200 tickets available. 

Al Ruggerio spoke about our first Semper Bingo night.  Tina Hare was honored for her assistance as the 

“prize writer”. Robert Hare reported the fundraiser numbers. 

Clyde Dungee spoke about Jenny Bull's health. 

Alan Atwell announced that he would like to find a new editor for the Grinder. 

Scott Matthews spoke about upcoming community events. 

Clyde Dungee led the detachment in the singing of the Marines’ Hymn. 

Meeting adjourned at 1934. 

 

Robert Hare, 

Adjutant 
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            Continued from page 3 

 

 

I do not have enough kind words to properly describe and thank this amazing and highly mo-

tivated group of volunteers.     This is what caring for one another really means!  

 

The 260 helps in other ways, too.  Our Commandant, Mike Clark, spends many hours each 

month in the DAV van, driving disabled Veterans to medical appointments at the VA Medical 

Centers in Salisbury, Kernersville, and Raleigh. The Eagle Scout Committee—headed for many 

years by Ron Medder, then XL Beard, and now Robert Hare—presents Good Citizenship 

Awards to deserving Eagle Scouts in many local communities and awards Eagle Scout Scholar-

ships to three outstanding Scouts annually. 

So, I say “thank you” to all our many MCL-260 volunteers—past, present, and future—for 

your efforts!         

This shall be my prayer: “Lord, help us help others.”              

Semper Fi, 

Al Ruggerio, Chaplain 

Chaplain’s Prayer List 

Jim Hayes 

Lt Col Rusty Bell & Sadie Bell 

Judy Brennon 

Harry Youngblood 

Our Troops, who are now on a mission 

The families who have lost their loved ones 

May God Bless America!  
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              Our New Grinder Editor 
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Images from February Event 

Steve Nash, Official Photographer 


